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Abstract

bl

Objects: Married females have to spend a lot of effort to find a position in husbands
families, no matter living with/without together. This study tried to take a resilience
perspective to examine a married female’s coping wisdom with the in-laws.

Method: The researcher used semi-structure interview to collect data, then analyzed the
contents, finally sent the text to the participant to double check and revise.

Results: Su-wha, a 57 year-old married female, found it not easy to get along with new
family members. Even though the relationships with her sister-in-laws was unexpected in
the first place, she could manage to solve the problems and hoped that the relationships
with them could be improved. From being excluded by her sister-in-law for resources-
grabbing to stepping aside to compromise to a great extent, she had been trying every
possible way to deal with the difficulties facing her and her sister-in law. Whatever she
had done was to secure an appropriate place in the in-laws’ family. Never would she
use any extreme approach (grabbing or fighting) to obtain her being recognized in the
family. Keeping distance, holding boundaries, utilizing rationale and wisdom, as well
as continuing communicating with her husband, she learned to respect and understand
the responsibilities on her to do her duties of a family and at the same time to maintain
respectable siblings’ relationship. After years of efforts being poured into it, she had been
recognized and had won the reverence she deserved in the end.

Keywords: Female Position, Married Female, Relationship with the In-Laws, Daughter-
In-Law and Mother-In-Law, Resilience
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